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Ba.n l.l'r&noisoo and Grinnell Iowa a.re over 1800 miles apart, but from his 1974 

Grinnell f'a.r:m.house, Stewart could've sworn Mars was oloser. Stonewall had happened 
'bout 8 years ago. G&iY lib oells took off aoross the oountry. One 1n every oity. To be an 
urban queer 1n 1974 was to ex1st 1n some tucked up post-stonewall pre-AIDs l.1m1na1 
disootheque. To be a rural queer 1n 1974 was to be a rural queer 1n '68. Stonewall never 
made it to Stewart's place 1n Grinnell Iowa. 

led to suooess at the upr181Dg-d.1srupt1on 
by physio&lly oooupytng publio spaoe as 
out loud, proud, defiant queers. This 1s 
w~t we oall v1s1b111ty politios. It's what 
worked to w1n the voting 11thts aot 1n 
'68, and it's what would work to w1n the 
ADA1nl990. 
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Y see the g&iY libera.tton movement ... , :.. .. ..- -tr N\S wo;;;; ~if~ 
ou urban oentrlo 1n its taottos. G&iY lib c~<: $e1- J 

w&atotally erstoodasbeglnn1ng1n 1969in ..,..""'--'r d,,.,:") 9wie.n'> :=:;~8 at the Stonewall Inn on -h-'2- <;'F 
her Street. Don't get me wrong- -p p , s C-\. 

Chr1StoP s1st1ng heterosexlsm long:;.---. o,,-r~ c;.(-\ t'(ilt__..,,. 
queers had been re C ton's -t,. woN l 
before stonewall ( oheok out the ..... ~~;> did lead (1-/V',(j \,(_ , <;;..,. s---- W'I ,t'l.:<,..; 

r1a pr181Dg) but tb1S upn.,..._ C~ c; c,J.JI t V',(, I 1.. 
Ca.feta u f ' tionalg&iYliberatton -SO"i?.-~' ~G.IA.('.,~.Y\ -f., -1 M c' "'~ ~' l to the crea.tio~ Inn Uprl.S1D,g went down 
tront. The :Ooause it Just so happened that But here's the thing with v1s1billty 
1n h1Story guys were there and wrote pollttos: they oD1y work if you've got 
some wblte ~SiY &a ifit were their own. And of enough people being v1s1ble. They work 
a.bout 

th
e s picked it up, and before ya damn well in places with a big population 

course 
th

e m 11b started at stonewall. These , like New York City. They're a lot less 
mow it g&iY didn't 1nettga.te the rebeillon-- /\0:· · effeotive 1n Grinnell Iowa: population 
white g&iY ~f color and sex workers did ~ - 7 8,402. And so as queers in Ban Pranoisoo, 
tra.nS wome · _ , · New York, Chicago, and even Iowa City 
th&t. .:. _ (< oame out of their olosets and into the 

I could go on about what really 7 , , streets, Stewart w&a out in his tleld. He 
happened at Stonewall for the rest ofmy k ''-.) :- , wasn't alone. No, he lived 1n a farmhouse 
pseudo-ao&demio oareer, but for this with some other queers. But even in the 
story what actually happened that D!ght compa.ny of fl'iends and lovers, it got 
on Christopher street doesn't matter. lonely. The urban g&iY 11b movement-in an 
What matters 1s what happened after. its great suooesses-had le~ rural queers 
Because after Stonewall g&iY llbera.t1on1st like Stewart behind. 
fronts spread aoross oities 1n the 
US like wild fl.re. They adopted the 
strategJ.es that 



Tb.en one d"1 Stewart and h1s comrades paoked up 
their truck and drove to Ann Arbor, Woh1gan for 
a g'°' conference. While there, they met rural 
queers from &11 over. Men who loved men and the 
serene qu1et of rural llfe. They met one man 
D&med Stevens McClave from rural Oregon. 
Stevens bad left Oregon for San ll'ranoisco a few 
yea.rs back, but he was a country person at heart. 
He loved show tunes, old rook n' roll, glltter, and 
b1s oats. Over a d1stance of 2,000 miles, the 
GrmneU oolleottve and Stevens wrote to each 
other and came up with the idea for a magazine 
for g'°' rural people to create a gay lib movement GO NE 
for rural !"8 too. Before he could see that dream 

reallzed,Stavenskllledbimself. BPI NOT FORGQTTEN 
Stevens' death set a fire under the Grtnnell's collective ass. Rural gays were 80&1'ed, 1n 
pa.tn, and &lone in the face of deadly hetero~. The magazine was a lifeline. After 
months of correspondence &m.ong rural gay collectives aoro86 the country, weeks spent 
crouched over a typewriter, and sleepless nights cutting ancl pasting it &11 together, it 
was done: 

"Here it is. No longer a fantasy, R.11'.D. exists. As gay people 11v1D.g in the country 
we felt a need for things that urban-oriented gay publications anc' ad&roantly 
heterosexual country magazines could not provide ... ftnally this ftrst issue-Rustle 
l!'atry Dreams-has come true. We hope to break down the feeling of isolation from 
th1Dgs gay that many ofus experience in rural settings, to build some sense of 
community &m.ong rural gay people, and to provide the means of sharing with 
each other our though.ts, feelings, and ideas about our unique experience as gay 
country people. R.11' .D. is a reader-participatory venture. You write, sing, dance, 
and are R.11'.D. We need your contributions of materi&l, energy and love to 
survtve• (Allan, C&rl, Don-Tevel, Olaf, Ollle, Biclt and Stewart 3). 

That was from the ftrst page of the first issue 
dated Autumn 1974. 48 years later, Rl!'D is still a 
reader-part1o1patory magazine for queer country 
folks. I ran across Rl!'D when some fl'iends and I 
stumbled into a queer St. LouiB coffee shop on June 
7, 2019. At that point in my llfe, I hadn't fully come 
out to myself yet-although. the fact that I felt so at 
home in that queer as fuck coffee shop probably 
should've been a clue ... h1nds1gb.t's always 2020. rm 
not a gay man, and I didn't grow up in rural 
America, but read1ng through. those few issues of 
RPI> made me feel seen in ways I didn't know was 
possible. There was something about hold1ng a piece 
of queer history-a history my C&thollc-schoollng 
told me didn't exist-that was transformational. 

My gut reaction to read1ng the two issues we 
found in the coffeeshop was: we need to d.lgltize this. 
Th1B must be preserved and made aooessible. Three 
years later, I feel s1m1lal'ly. Between 2019 and 
2022, the current editors ofRl!'D scanned &11 the 
back issues and made these scans accessible on 
issuu.oom. 

However, these scans are Just page Images. They 
remain unsearohable, untndexable, and 
undiscoverable to anyone who doesn't know 
eJC&OtJy what they're looking for. An OCR version 
of the nearly BO-year-old mag could change that. 

So, when given fl'ee reign to do whatever I 
wanted for an experiment, I turned to Blizabeth 
and asked her if she'd ever heard of Rl!'D and if she 
wanted to try to d.lgltize it. We spent the ftrst few 
of our mee\1ngs totally engrossed with the 
magazine. l!'1nally we got around to aotualJy 
contacting the current editors, researching its 
history, and experimenting with Tesseraot on the 
issuu.com scans. And here it is. No longer a 
fantasy, our Rl!'D-experJment ezists. As queer 
students of the d.lgltal incJt»atton, we felt a need to 
d.lgltize this old magazine. We questioned that 
impulse, and here's what we've got to show for it. 
























